FESTIVAL FACTSHEET

Mission Statement: To educate students and their families about all aspects of water and other related natural resources (i.e., groundwater, wetlands, forestry, wildlife, etc.) and to instill in them a general environmental awareness and stewardship ethic.

History of Alabama’s Water Festivals – In 1997 the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) granted the University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH) seed money to organize Alabama’s First Groundwater Festival.  ADEM’s goal in this project was to educate children and communities about their drinking water, where it comes from, how to protect it and how to keep it clean for future generations.  An Advisory Committee was formed to plan the Festival in Madison County. Because the Festival was a great success, other counties are now planning to host  Festivals in their communities.  To date there are 17 counties in Alabama holding Water Festivals annually.

 Who attends the festival?  The festival is offered to fourth grade students and teachers.  It is felt that this age group is able to understand groundwater concepts, while still young enough to form their own value system.  Approximately 1200 students will receive fun and innovative messages of environmental stewardship and awareness during this event.  Each class participates in three hands-on groundwater activities and attends an exciting entertainment event.

Festival Schedule – The Water Festival will be a one-day, free, event for fourth grade students and teachers.  Upon arrival to Wallace State Junior College, a volunteer will greet each class at the parking lot and will act as “Tour Guide” for the day.  The Tour Guide will take the class to all their events/activities so the class will stay together and on schedule.  The classes/students will attend three 30-minute hands-on activities.  There is a 5-minute break in between each activity to allow the classes time to walk to the next activity room.  After the third activity, the classes have 30-minutes for a restroom break and to walk to the magic show.   The magic show performance lasts 45 minutes.  Following the magic show the classes board the buses and return to school. 

Festive activities will be intermingled into the children’s scheduled day of classroom sessions, allowing them to participate in water related experiments, activities, and entertainment designed to help them retain the environmental principles of water.

What do the students, teachers, and volunteers receive?  Every student, teacher and volunteer receives a free Festival t-shirt.  A t-shirt design contest is open to all the students attending.  The winning entry’s design will appear on the printed t-shirts and the winner will receive a $50 savings bond.  Each teacher also receives a bag filled with activity books, free posters, curriculum booklets, and other environmental educational material. 

